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NATIONS AND PHILOSOP HY
Jan Wol&Eki

Phrases falling under the schegi¢ philosophye, where X refers to a
national adjective (English, American, Polish, Russian, Belarusian, Ukrainian,
France, German, Jewish, etc.) have two meanings. Firstly, they denote philos-
ophy in England, USA (usually America is identified with this country), Po-
land, Russia, Belarus, Ukraine, France or Germany; the adjeclemwisle is
an exception, because it has no application to philosophy in Israel, but it refers
rather to philosophy associated with Judaic religious tradition. The second
meaning points out thatose philosophical ideas developed in particular
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countries (or by particular nations) have a specific national flavor. For in-
stance, German philosophy is frequently considered as speculative, English as
empiricist, Polish as romantic (so called Polish matighilosophy in the XA
century), etc. However, such qualifications are also criticized as inconsistent
with the universal spirit of philosophy as such. This view does not deny that
concrete political or social circumstances and local traditions irdeue¢he
philosophical development in local places, but considers them as of a second-
ary importance.

The issue¢gNations and philosopleyhas also a significance for self
perception of philosophy in a given country and its perception from outside.
Clearly, thee are philosophical superpowers, like France, Germany, Great
Britain and USA (I do not say that this list is complete). On the other hand,
there are also provinces (I do not use this qualification in a pejorative sense),
like Poland, for instance. Consemily, the interests in a given provincial phi-
losophy is certainly smaller than an attitude toward philosophy developed in
superpowers. Some national philosophies are lucky in this respect (they gain a
considerable popularity) due to various circumstanfm@sinstance, political
strength of a given country (Russia), an exotic character (China, India, recently
Africa), the past historical role (Arab philosophy); the interest in Jewish phi-
losophy results from the role of Jews in history.

Most national (inthe first meaning) philosophies has a problem of find-
ing their place in the world of philosophy. In this respect, ideas of Kazimierz
Twardowski, a Polish philosopher, seem relevant. He pointed out two dangers
for local national philosophies. Firstly, suphilosophy can blindly follow the
philosophy of superpowers. Secondly, it can build a strong wall in order to
keep its own national identity. According to Twardowski, both choices are fa-
tal. Philosophers of a given country should look for topics whichdcoel
profitably and originally investigated. Of course, it is easy to say something
like that, but much more difficult to realize such a program. The development
of logic in Poland in the interwar period is a good case of a successful realiza-
tion of a balace between national ambitions (every nation has such, because
philosophy is an essential ingredient of culture) and successful participation in
universal tendencies.
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